
 1 

 
��������	�
�����
���������������������������������� ����������������������
��������������������������������������������������� ���������������������������������  �  

 

 

�������������������������		�
�����		�
�����		�
�����		�
� ���

 
Table of Content: 
Message from the Chair 
Librarian Without Borders training in     
      Ibadan, Nigeria 
‘E-Library Training Initiative’ reports  
Perils of Donated books to Ecuador 
IPPF/WHR launches new website 
IFLA 2007 in Durban, South Africa 
News from the membership 
10th ICADL 2007 promotion 
Microsoft accelerates free access to  
      Journal 
MLA/ICS Business meeting minutes 
ICS officers 

  
 
Notice:  
The ICS Newsletter is published by 
the International Cooperation Section 
of the Medical Library Association. 
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Librarians Without Borders Update 
 
 
Greetings ICS colleagues! Welcome to the first edition of our 
newsletter edited by Maylene Qiu, after several years of 
excellent stewardship by Ellen Sayed. 
 
At MLA ’07 in Philadelphia, the International Cooperation 
Section sponsored a very well-attended session called “The 
Information Revolution Goes Global: Increasing Information 
Access in Developing Countries.”  Speakers discussed topics 
such as the lifesaving role of providing faster access to 
information; and how scholars in developing countries access 
health information currently.  The audience asked so many 
questions that we ran overtime and had to rapidly vacate the 
room for the next session! 
 
This summer Lenny Rhine and I went to Ibadan, Nigeria for two 
weeks as part of a grant through MLA’s Librarians Without 
Borders Initiative (please see the companion article in this issue 
for further details.)  At MLA there was an overflow crowd at the 
open forum about Librarians Without Borders; there is definitely 
rising member interest in international activities. 
 
To solidify this interest, members will have an opportunity to 
contribute to a Librarians Without Borders fund during the 
membership renewal next year. We’re still gathering ideas for 
how these funds would be utilized to increase international 
connections. Please do not hesitate to share your ideas with me, 
by emailing marcus.banks@library.ucsf.edu.  
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At MLA ’07, the first ever award for Excellence in International Service was awarded posthumously to T. 
Mark Hodges. Next year the award will be offered competitively; look for further information about this 
later this fall. This was one of the first initiatives of the Librarians Without Borders task force. 
 
MLA has just launched a new web site, and Librarians Without Borders is now a front page link.  Please 
take a look at this site when you get a chance, and offer your suggestions for enhancements. The ICS 
web page is available here and through MLA’s Sections pages.  
 
The Librarians Without Borders task force—myself, Grace Ajuwon, Carole Gall, Jill Mayer, Tony 
McSean, and Lenny Rhine—will soon start working on our final report to the MLA Board, which is due in 
May 2008. As the final report starts taking shape, we will be very eager for the input of ICS members. 
Thanks very much for your interest. 
 
 
Submitted by  
Marcus Banks 
2007-2008 Chair  
Task Force on Librarians Without Borders 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Elsevier-Librarians Without Borders Training in Iba dan, Nigeria 

 
 
For two weeks in late June and early July, Lenny Rhine and I traveled to Ibadan, Nigeria to participate in 
workshops funded by a grant from Elsevier to MLA’s Librarians Without Borders initiative. Grace Ajuwon 

was a wonderful local host. 
 
The training grant has already supported workshops in Asia and Africa, 
with efforts in Latin America still to occur.  More information about the 
grant program is available here: 
http://www.mlanet.org/newsroom/2007/jan07.html#1. 
 
Each week offered distinctly different workshops.  First up was a large 
scale event coordinated with the Information and Outreach Centre for 
Africa (ITOCA), which took place at the University of Ibadan. ITOCA offers 
training throughout Africa about how to search the HINARI, AGORA, and 

OARE databases, through a contract with WHO. Each program offers scholars in 
developing countries free or deeply reduced access to journals produced by leading 
commercial publishers. Librarians from around Nigeria gathered in Ibadan, and 

depending on whether their clientele were physicians or agricultural researchers attended workshops 
about HINARI or AGORA.   
 

 
 

Workshop 
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Topics ranged from PubMed search tips to appropriate usage for these valuable resources. Our 
Nigerian colleagues were extremely conscientious about the potential for abuse.  This is the situation 
throughout Africa, to the point that HINARI, AGORA, and OARE are vastly underutilized.  All of the 

workshop instructors—Lenny, me, and teachers from ITOCA—offered  
suggestions about how to inform library patrons of the appropriate usage rules, 
while simultaneously informing a larger proportion of user communities about 
how to access these resources. The next step will be to evaluate how much 
these workshops increase usage of the databases. 
 
The second week was on a smaller scale.  At the E. Latunde Adeku Medical 
Library, College of Medicine, University of Ibadan, we provided a short course 
about HINARI and various computer programs such as PowerPoint and HTML.  
This was an in-service for library staff, some of whom were not familiar with 

working on computers.  Given this reality, it was very gratifying to see people become 
excited as they built an HTML page. 
 

We had ready access to various HTML web pages at the faculty IT center, thanks to the friendliness of 
our university hosts.  Although the connection speed was not as fast as in the US, it was good enough 
to allow us to keep in touch with family and friends at home.  Of course, part of the experience was to 
make new friends; one of the best times to do this was during meals. By the end of the trip we were 
well-acquainted with southwest Nigerian staples such as eba, amala, and semovita.  Lenny even 
developed a taste for a spicy pepper sauce that most non-Nigerians tried to avoid, and which one 
colleague from southern Africa disdained with humorous fervor. 
 
One constant concern during the two weeks was about the unreliable power supply.  On many 
occasions, the electricity failed and we had to improvise.  Although this sometimes strained the 
patience of the visitors, our hosts in Ibadan were very understanding 
and appreciative of our efforts.  Perhaps it’s a cliché to observe that 
those of us in developed countries take a great deal for granted.  That 
doesn’t mean it’s not true.  
 
Given these circumstances, the level of hospitality in Ibadan was quite 
spectacular to me. Lenny assures me that this is standard throughout 
Africa, however, which provides ample reason to return. 
 
My wife Helen was in Ibadan too; she taught PowerPoint and took 
amazing photos. They are available here: 
http://helenip.shutterfly.com/action/. Just Look for the Nigeria album, and click 
“View as a Slideshow” to read the captions.  Hope you enjoy them. 
 
 
 
Submitted by, 
Marcus Banks 
2007-2008 ICS Chair 
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2007 Librarians Without Borders/Medical Library Ass ociation  
‘E-Library Training Initiative’ Reports  

 
 

Lenny Rhine, University Librarian Emeritus, University of Florida is 
coordinator of the 2007 Librarians Without Borders/Medical Library 
Association ‘E-Library Training Initiative’ that is funded by Elsevier 
Publishing. 
 
Through this initiative, he is working with the HINARI project (a WHO 
facilitated program that, together with major publishers, enables 
developing countries to gain access the world’s largest collections of full-

text biomedical and health e-journal – see http://www.who.int/hinari/ ).  Besides updating and 
developing new training materials, Lenny has conducted workshops in Vietnam, Nigeria, Nepal, 
Zanzibar, Tanzania and Cambodia . 
 
In July 2007, Lenny was awarded the Fulbright Senior Specialist status and is eligible for a two to six-
week grant through this program.  A non-U.S. post-secondary institution would submit a project 
request for an individual with health library-related skills. 
 
 
Nepal National Training/Workshop on HINARI, Kathmandu, Nepal 
 
The Nepal National Training/Workshop on HINARI and Other Internet Resources was conducted from 
27-30 August at the Orchid Hotel, Kathmandu.  This course was a joint endeavour of the National 
Health Education, Information and Communication Center, Nepal, WHO/Searo and the Librarians 
Without Borders E-Library Training Initiative/Elsevier.  The workshop consisted of a series of brief 
presentations coupled with extensive hands on/computer based exercises.  This teaching 
methodology was chosen to optimize the skill level of the participants.   
         Day 1: included a review the basic Internet usage and searching skills, an extensive overview of 
Internet- based health information resources and  a review of the HINARI gateway and participating 
publishers’ websites.   
         Days 2-3: devoted to a comprehensive study of PubMed as a tool for identify full-text article in 
HINARI – Overview, Limits, MeSH (Medical Subject Headings), Index, History and My NCBI.   
         Day 4: emphasized ‘Advocacy for HINARI’ that included a series of presentations and exercises 
related to the marketing/promoting, repackaging of HINARI and related Internet material plus an 
overview of how to conduct a workshop and Internet based tools for 
publishing.  The presentation of this material included a group 
discussions by the participants with an extensive review of HINARI 
‘Do’s and Don’ts’ and development of marketing strategies.   
 
At the completion of each general topic, the key concepts were 
reviewed and, each morning, the participants answered a series of 
questions – to reinforce the learning from the previous day. 
 
The instructor was ably assisted by two facilitators, Mr. Uttam M. 
Shelya and Ms. Gita Thapa with both individuals demonstrating 
extensive knowledge of the HINARI material and enthusiasm for teaching.  The facilities, meals and 
breaks at the Hotel were quite nice and the hardware/Internet access adequate. 
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HINARI training workshop conducted in Zanzibar 

The ‘Electronic Health Information Retrieval and Dissemination’ Workshop was conducted at the 
Karume Technical College, Zanzibar from 04-07 September 2007.  This course was a joint endeavour  

 

of the Ministry of Health, Zanzibar and the Librarians Without Borders E-
Library Training Initiative/Elsevier.  DANIDA funded the local 
arrangements – rental of the computer lab at a local technical college, 
printing, meals/breaks, and per-diem for the participants.  

 
The mix of the twenty-six participants was diverse including district 

medical officers, regional health officers and IT support staff.  There also were a number of tutors and 
librarians.  The skill level of the students varied but, after the first day, 
almost all the participants were able to keep up with the tasks.   
 
The course material paralleled the four-day HINARI training workshop.  
Approximately 15% differed and this included material on information 
literacy and repackaging of Internet based material.  On the first day, the 
Internet access was insufficient.  Consequently, this resulted in 
considerable lecturing on that day followed by significant hands-on activities for the other three days.  
The Internet access was acceptable and reliable for this period. 
 
Special thanks is given to Amour Kassim, Ministry of Health/Zanzibar, for his commitment to this 
workshop from the beginning.  He initially submitted the grant to Danida and obtained the funding for 
the local arrangements.  During the week, Amour was instrumental in insuring that all the details – 

large and small – were completed.  Also Ashura Shaib Mussa contribution as 
the only facilitator was essential for the success of the workshop. 
 
Although this workshop began slowly (due to the inadequate Internet access), 
we were able to accomplish all of the objectives.  The participants have gained 
the necessary skills for the use of HINARI based information and also an 
understanding of how to disseminate this information at their institutions.  
Consequently, they have become their organizations’ trainers. 

 
 
COSTECH Workshop, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
 
The workshop was a collaborative workshop of MLA/Librarians Without Borders E-Library Training 
Initiative/Elsevier, ITOCA (information, Training and Outreach Centre for Africa) and COSTECH 
(Commission on Science and Technology, Tanzania).  The venue was the facility of COSTECH that 
also served as the Internet Service Provider.   
 
This workshop covered all the e-journal access programs – HINARI, AGORA 
(Agriculture) and OARE (Environmental Sciences).  The 32 participants were 
60/40 between AGORA/OARE and HINARI users with several in institutions 
having cross-discipline activities.  Over the 3.5 day workshop, 50% of the time 
was spent jointly and 50% separately concentrating on HINARI or the other  
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gateways.  Similar to the other workshops, hands-on and computer-based exercises were 
emphasized.  At the completion of each module, the key concepts were reviewed and the participants 
completed brief quizzes. 
 

With four instructors, the teaching was even divided and there were multiple 
sets of eyes for the hands-on activities.  The facility was acceptable with 
slow but reliable Internet access and no interruption of the power supply.  
Once again, it was a pleasure working with the ITOCA staff and co-teaching 
HINARI with Vimbai Hungwe. 
 
What made this workshop unique was the make-up of the participants.  At 
least 60% were researchers varying from medical sciences to traditional 

medicine, animal husbandry, plant science and forestry.  As a group, they were inquisitive and asked 
insightful questions throughout the workshop.  The publishing skills FAQs session prompted a lively 
and astute discussion. 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by, 
Lenny Rhine 
 
     
 
 

 
 
 

 
Perils of Donated Books to Ecuador 

 
 
 
 

On August 17, 2006, twelve boxes of donated ophthalmology textbooks from an Indiana University 
School of Medicine alumnus were packed by Nancy Eckerman, Ann Hammer, and Carole Gall of 
IUSM Libraries and sent to a physician starting a medical library for an ophthalmology residency 
program in Guayaquil, Ecuador. 
 
To help with postage we successfully solicited a donation from a missions and outreach committee of 
a church in Indianapolis, which ended up not paying for all of the postage. We used the USPS rate 
Table 7b for Global Economy (surface) M-bags of books and Customs form PS 2976-a for each box. 
For details see http://pe.usps.gov/cpim/ftp/manuals/pub51/PUB51.pdf. For our location the rate of 
$69.30 was charged for one box weighing 66 pounds, which was the maximum weight limit per box. 
 
The books finally arrived to the addressee in Ecuador on November 21, 2006, so about three months 
later. It appears from the physician’s email message below that the books were held up for a period of 
time. 
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Dear Carole: 
After some paperwork and delays from our postal service, we finally got the 
books yesterday…Guess what, they wanted to charge 60 dollars for each box, 
in order to release them, but we had to prove that those were not going to be 
sold. 
I haven´t checked the boxes yet but our director told me that all the boxes are 
OK. 
Thanks again for your help and your support to our training program. 
 
Subsequently two additional boxes of textbooks were sent on December 27, 
2006 and they arrived on January 31, 2007. The Chief of Ophthalmology was 

told that there was a delay in getting the boxes to him because the address did not 
have a phone number.  
 

The donations were mostly published in the 1970-1980s but included: 
1. The American Academy of Ophthalmology annual Basic and Clinical Sciences Course (BCSC) in 
multiple subspecialty sections.  
2. Dr. Eugene Helveston’s textbook: Surgical Management of Strabismus. Latest edition.  
 
 
 
 
Submitted By,        
Carole Gall 
 

 
 

 
 
 
IPPF/WHR Launches New Website 

 
 

 
The new International Planned Parenthood Federation/ Western Hemisphere Region 
(IPPF/WHR) web site was launched. The URL of this new web site is http://www.ippfwhr.org. It is a 
clearinghouse for resources, news, and stories from the field. Comments and suggestions are 
welcomed to be shared at info@ippfwhr.org. Please enjoy an in-depth look of their work and 
partnerships across the region at the above site. 
 
  
 
 
Submitted by, 
Jie Li 
 

 

 

Carol Gall 
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IFLA 2007 in Durban, South Africa 

 
 
 
The 2007 IFLA World Library and Information Congress was held in Durban, South Africa, August 
18-24. This year the Health and Bioscience Section planned an all day Satellite conference, “Library 
Frontiers: Disasters, Emergency Preparedness and Emerging Diseases”.  Bruce Madge, chair of 
Health and Bioscience, welcomed the room full of participants.  
 
This conference was held at the University of Kwa-Zulu Natal Medical School in Durban. Topics 
ranged from the librarian’s role in disaster preparedness to disasters and diseases in Africa. A paper 
from the MLA Librarians without Borders task force presented an overview of their progress and 
anticipated completion of their charge.  The task force was very pleased to announce that an 
$80,000 grant was awarded to MLA for the purpose of training librarians in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America in the use of the information products HINARI, AGORA, and OARE.  
 
Many of these papers are available via the IFLA web site: http://www.ais.up.ac.za/vet/ifla/iflapap.htm 
 
Ms Gcina Mhlophe, the “South African Mother of Books” served as the master of ceremonies for the 
IFLA Opening Ceremony.  She took us “on a journey through the Heart, Beat, the Dance and the 
Voice of Africa.”  
 
The current president of IFLA, Alex Byrne, opened with a talk, “Libraries for the future: progress, 
development and partnerships”. This talk is available on the IFLA Program web site: 
http://www.ifla.org/IV/ifla73/Programme2007.htm 
 
The keynote speech was delivered by Justice Albie Sachs, a Judge on the Bench of the 
Constitutional Court of South Africa.  After several years in exile, Sachs returned to South Africa as a 
member of the Constitutional Committee and the National Executive of the ANC and took an active 
part in the negotiations which led to South Africa becoming a constitutional democracy. After the first 
democratic election in 1994, he was appointed by President Nelson Mandela to serve on the newly 
established Constitutional Court.  
 
From Sunday afternoon through Thursday, participants had the opportunity to select among 
numerous presentations from all types of libraries and library services.  MLA is represented on two 
IFLA sections: Health & Biosciences and Science & Technology. Both of these sections held 
excellent programs.   
 
The Health & Biosciences program was, “Open Access:  a panacea for developing countries”.  The 
first speaker was the president of IFLA, Alex Byrne, who spoke about “Open Access and 
development: physician, heal thyself!” Next was Barbara Aronson from the World Health 
Organization who spoke about “Is HINARI Open Access”.  MLA President Mark Funk covered “Open 
Access – Dreams & Realities”.  This was a powerful session and was very well attended.  
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The Science & Technology Section program, “Changing trends in higher education and its impact on 
the delivery of science and technology information”, was also well attended.  Andrew Kaniki from the 
National Research Foundation, Pretoria, South Africa, was the keynote speaker and was followed by 
Barbara Aronson and others who addressed “Building Science Information Fluency In African 
Universities: How Libraries And Researchers Are Benefiting From Improved Access To Science 
Scholarship”.   “La bibliothèque de sciences et technologies : levier de réussite de la réforme 
universitaire au Maroc” was the last paper and was presented by Hanan Erhif and Lamyaa 
Belmekki. 
  
These and many other papers can be found on the IFLA program web site: 
http://www.ifla.org/IV/ifla73/Programme2007.htm 
 
IFLA social events included a lovely welcome reception on the edge of the Indian Ocean, a “Metro 
Beach Party”, as well as a “Cultural Gala” in the Durban City Hall.  Both events gave attendees a 
marvelous taste, view and voice of South Africa.  
 
 
Submitted by, 
Jill Byerly Mayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. A. Majid Pathan is appointed as the Vice President of 
International Services at American University of Antigua College 
of Medicine, West Indies. He will also continue as Dean of Library 
Services and Academic Support for the University. 
  
Dr. Pathan was the first ever recipient of MLA Cunningham 
International Fellowship. He is an active member of MLA and a 
regular attendee of MLA Annuals. He holds MLIS in Health 
Sciences Librarianship from Case Western Reserve University 
and Doctorate in Library and Information Sciences from 
Karnataka University, India. He has extensive experience of more 
than 35 years with the establishment of state-of-the-art medical 

libraries and learning resource centers and their management in different countries. 
  
American University of Antigua is an Institutional Member of MLA.  
 
 
 
Submitted by, 
J. K. Vijayakumar 
  
 

 
News from the membership  
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10th ICADL 2007 Promotion 
 

 
 
The 10th International Conference on Asian Digital Libraries (ICADL 2007) will be held on 10-13 
December 2007, in Hanoi, Vietnam. The theme of this conference is "Asian Digital Libraries: Looking 
Back 10 Years and Forging New Frontiers".  
 
More information about the conference could be found at  http://icadl2007.vista.gov.vn/ 
 
The ICADL is one of the leading international conferences in digital libraries research. ICADL 2007 will 
provide a forum for sharing ideas, research results and experiences in digital libraries, related 
technologies and associated practical and social issues. Participants from diverse backgrounds are 
encouraged. Previous conferences have included practitioners, researchers, educators and policy 
makers from a variety of disciplines such as computer science/information technology, library and 
information sciences, archival and museum studies, knowledge management, and many areas in the 
social sciences and humanities. 
  
Into its tenth year, the theme of ICADL 2007 will be "Asian Digital libraries: Looking Back 10 Years and 
Forging New Frontiers".  In line with this theme, the conference organization committee is soliciting 
papers that examine the history and development of digital libraries, especially projects in the Asian 
region, as well as papers that discuss future developments and cutting-edge technologies in digital 
libraries. Submissions focusing on other digital library areas are also welcome and may include 
research, system, evaluation, policy and position papers.  
 
Topics include but are not limited to:  
* digital library infrastructure and architecture 
* information retrieval, filtering and extraction 
* data/text/Web mining 
* text summarization 
* multilingual information processing 
* interoperability issues 
* open source tools and frameworks for digital libraries 
* mobile services 
* human-computer interaction 
* user interfaces and visualization 
* user communities 
* social media/Web 2.0 technologies 
* metadata and cataloging 
* taxonomy, ontology and the semantic Web 
* digital preservation 
* digital archives and museums 
* knowledge management  
* social, institutional, and policy issues 
* e-government 
* use and impact 
* security and privacy 
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* intellectual property 
* pedagogical issues 
* case studies 
* innovative applications 
* future trends 
 
NEW SPECIAL TRACK: EUROPEAN DIGITAL LIBRARIES INITIATIVES 
 
In addition, ICADL 2007 has partnered with the Conference of European National Librarians (CENL) and 
The European Library (TEL) to organize a special track on European digital libraries initiatives. The 
conference organization committee welcomes papers that discuss experiences and projects that 
promote collaboration between Europe and Asia. Specific topics include those listed above as well as 
strategic, political and interoperability issues in language and standards. 
 
Maristella Agosti of the University of Padova and Jill Cousins of The European Library will be invited 
speakers in this special track. 
These instructions also apply to papers submitted to the special track on European Digital Libraries 
initiatives. 
 
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS AND INVITED TALKS 
 
Maristella Agosti, University of Padova 
Jill Cousins, The European Library 
Clara Chu, University of California Los Angeles 
Kristine Hanna, Internet Archives 
Gordon Mohr, Internet Archives 
Bjørn Olstad, FAST 
 
More details will be available soon on the conference Web site. 
 
CONFERENCE ORGANIZATION 
 
ICADL 2007 will be held in Hanoi, Vietnam and is jointly hosted by the National Center for Scientific & 
Technological Information (NACESTI), the National Library of Vietnam (NLV), General Science Library 
of Hochiminh City (GSL), the Library & Information Center of the Vietnam National University Hanoi 
(LIC/VNUH), Hanoi University of Technology (HUT), Vietnam Association on Scientific and 
Technological Information & Documentation (VASTID), Vietnam Library Association (VLA), Vietnam 
Association for Information Processing (VAIP), and other organizations. 
ICADL 2007 is supported by the Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST), Ministry of Culture and 
Information (MOCI), Ministry of Education and Training (MOET) of Vietnam. 
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ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
 
General Chair: 
Ta Ba Hung (National Center for Scientific and Technological Information, Vietnam) 
 
Vice Chair: 
Cao Minh Kiem (National Center for Scientific and Technological Information, Vietnam) 
 
Program Co-Chairs: 
Dion Goh (Nanyang Technological University, Singapore) 
Tru Cao (Ho Chi Minh City University of Technology, Vietnam) 
Ingeborg Sølvberg (Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Norway) 
Edie Rasmussen (University of British Columbia, Canada) 
 
Tutorial Chair: 
Yin-Leng Theng (Nanyang Technological University, Singapore) 
 
Publication Co-Chairs: 
Chu Keong Lee (Nanyang Technological University, Singapore) 
Nguyen Tien Duc (National Center for Scientific and Technological Information, Vietnam) 
 
Publicity Co-Chairs: 
Cao Minh Kiem (National Center for Scientific and Technological Information, Vietnam) 
Quan Thanh Tho (Ho Chi Minh City University of Technology, Vietnam) 
 
Finance Chair: 
Tran Thu Lan (National Center for Scientific and Technological Information, Vietnam) 
 
Local Arrangements Chair: 
Phung Minh Lai (National Center for Scientific and Technological Information, Vietnam) 
 
Steering Committee Chair: 
Ee Peng Lim (Nanyang Technological University, Singapore) 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
For more information about ICADL 2007, please contact: 
Tran Thu Lan 
National Centre for Scientific and Technological Information 
24 Ly Thuong Kiet, Hanoi, VIETNAM 
Tel.: +84-4-8246329 
Fax: +84-4-9349127.   
Email: tlan@vista.gov.vn 
 
 
Submitted by 
Zana Etter 

 
 
 
 



 13 

 
 
 

Medical Library Association 
Annual Meeting 2007, Philadelphia, PA 

International Cooperation Section 
Business Meeting 

May 22, 2007 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
There were 31 section members present at the meeting that began with current Chair, Tony McSean 
asking everyone to introduce him or herself. Bruce Madge brought regrets from Donna Flake, who was 
unable to attend MLA this year. 
 
Annual Reports 
Tony handed out the 2007 Annual Report for review. Contact Tony if you have any comments. 
 
Secretary/Treasurer Report 
Daniel Dollar distributed the minutes from last year’s business meeting and the financial report. The 
minutes were accepted without corrections. The section has a current balance of $1,218.78. Please 
contact Daniel if you wish to see a detailed report. 
 
2009 ICML Promotion 
The 2009 International Congress on Medical Librarianship will be in Brisbane, Australia from August 31 
to September 4, 2009. The conference theme is ‘Positioning the Profession’. For more information see 
the IMCL 2009 web site, http://www.icml2009.com/ 
 
‘IFLA | 19-13 August, 2007 Durban, South Africa’ Bruce reported the Health and Biosciences Libraries 
Section was sponsoring a satellite meeting on August 18th, titled Library Frontiers: Disasters, 
Emergency Preparedness and Emerging Diseases. 
 
Cunningham Fellowship 
Jie Li raised the issue of the fellowship being reduced from a 4 month to 3 week stay. Several 
individuals voiced concerns that the length of stay was now too short to meet the goals of the program 
to “train and motivate international librarians with the latest advances in the health information 
profession” (Cunningham fact sheet, http://mlanet.org/pdf/grants/cun_fact_20050712.pdf). One of the 
recent fellowship recipients, working through their host institution, was able to extend their stay in the 
United States. 
 
The move to reduce the length of stay, it was noted, was driven by the low number of qualified 
applicants applying and the difficulty of obtaining a J1 Visa for an extended stay. Some expressed the 
view that a 3-4 month stay is hardship for fellows being so long separated from family and colleagues, 
and may have explained the low application rates.  
 
That view was disputed. It was also suggested that there was no perfect solution, and someone 
alluded to a fellow who experienced a poor mentoring experience during their 3 month stay. Carla Funk 
noted the fellowship will continue with the current three week stay for one more year before a decision 
could be reached to change the duration of the fellowship. The conversation then turned to how we 
evaluate the program. 
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Evaluation suggestions included reposting the issue to the ICS listserv for additional comments, and 
asking for comments from past fellows. The two current fellows should also be specifically asked about 
their views on the length of stay. (Tony noted he had spoken to one of the fellows at MLA.) Uju Mollel 
raised the suggestion of providing multiple fellowship/scholarship options, for example have a 3-4 
month Cunningham fellowship, along with shorter stay periods (3 to 6 weeks) that applicants could 
apply for instead. 
 
In a related note, Ellen Sayed asked to receive brief reports from the current fellows for the ICS 
Newsletter, so their experiences could be shared with the section. 
 
Web site server space 
Justin Robertson noted the ICS web site, hosted by MLA, is running out of server space. Photos from 
the sister library initiative are taking up most of the space. Justin asked for suggestions on how to 
proceed. Various options were discussed. Tony suggested the section officers discuss this further via 
email. [Note: following the meeting it was suggested on the ICS listserv to move all the pictures to a 
photo sharing website. The pictures were subsequent posted on Flickr and Yahoo Groups. ] 
 
Membership Report 
Mindy Robinson-Paquette reported the current section membership is 118. She noted that only 50% of 
the self-identifying international members of MLA belong to ICS. The observation led to a general 
discussion of efforts to market the section to all MLA members and even to health sciences librarians 
worldwide. Several suggestions were made including revising the ICS brochure. A task group is being 
formed to develop a marketing survey to better understand how to promote the section and its work. 
Contact Mindy if you would like to help. 
 
Librarians Without Borders 
It was noted the Librarians without Borders Initiative would likely create new work and responsibilities 
for the section. 
 
Chair Transition 
Tony called the meeting to a close by thanking the membership for their efforts over the past year. He 
also noted that later that evening, he was going to his retirement dinner from Elsevier. We wish him 
well, and hope to continue to see him active in international efforts. The incoming officers are Marcus 
Banks as Chair, Ellen Sayed as Chair-elect, Daniel Dollar as Secretary/Treasurer and Jie Li as Section 
Council Representative. 
 
 
 
Submitted by 
D. Dollar 
July 30, 2007 
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CHAIR 
Marcus Banks (5/07-5/08)  
University of California 
Kalmanovitz Library 
530 Parnassus Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94143-
0840  
Tel 415-476-4926   
Fax 415-476-4653 
Email: banks@library.ucsf.edu 

CHAIR ELECT 
Ellen Sayed (5/07-5/08) 
Weill Cornell Medical College in 
Qatar 
Education City 
P.O. Box 24144 
Doha, Qatar 
Email: els2026@qatar-
med.cornell.edu  

IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR  
Tony McSean 
Director of Library Relations 
Elsevier  
32 Jamestown Road  
London NW1 7BY  
Email: tmcsean@hollar.co.uk  
International Phone: +044. 
7795 960516  
International Fax: +44 20 7424 
4242 

SECTION COUNCIL 
REPRESENTATIVE 
Jie Li (5/07-5/09) 
University of South Alabama  
Baugh Biomedical Library 
(251) 460-6890 (voice)  
(251) 460-7638 (fax)  
jli@jaguar1.usouthal.edu 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Daniel Dollar (5/07-5/08) 
Yale University 
Cushing/Whitney Medical 
Library 
New Haven , CT 
daniel.dollar@yale.edu  
Voice: (203) 785-2883 
Fax: (203) 785-5636 

 

 NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Maylene Qiu (5/07-5/08) 
East Tennessee State 
University 
Quillen College of Medicine 
Library 
Box 70693 
Johnson City, TN  37614  
Tel, 423-439-8073 x  
Fax, 423-439-7025 
Email: qiuk@etsu.edu 
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Wendy Wu (5/07-5/08)  
E-mail: 
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LISTSERV/MANAGER   
Rick Ralston (5/07-5/08) 
Indiana University  
Ruth Lilly Medical Library  
975 W. Walnut Street  
IB 100  
Indianapolis, IN  46202-5121  
Tel: 317-274-1409  
Fax: 317-274-2088  
Email: rralston@iupui.edu  

PROGRAM CHAIR 
Ellen Sayed (5/07-5/08) 
Weill Cornell Medical College 
in Qatar 
Education City 
P.O. Box 24144 
Doha, Qatar 
Email: els2026@qatar-
med.cornell.edu  

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
CHAIR 
Mindy Robinson-
Paquette (5/07-5/08) 
Sanofi-Aventis 
Scientific Information & 
Library Service 
9 Great Valley Parkway 
Malvern, PA  19355  
Tel, 610-889-6181 
Fax, 610-889-6910 
Email: mindy.robinson-
paquette@sanofi-aventis.com  

 

 BYLAWS COMMITTEE CHAIR  
Nandita Mani(5/07-5/08) 
Sladen Library & Center for 
Health Information Resources 
Henry Ford Hospital  
2799 West Grand Blvd. 
Detroit, MI 48202  
Tel, 313-916-5335 
Email: nmani1@sladen.hfhs.org 
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CHAIR  
Tony McSean 
Director of Library Relations 
Elsevier  
32 Jamestown Road  
London NW1 7BY  
Email: tmcsean@hollar.co.uk  
International Phone: +044. 
7795 960516  
International Fax: +44 20 7424 
4242  

CUNNINGHAM ITINERARY 
COMMITTEE CHAIR  
Marcus Banks (5/07-5/08)  
University of California 
Kalmanovitz Library 
530 Parnassus Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94143-0840  
Tel 415-476-4926   
Fax 415-476-4653 
Email: banks@library.ucsf.edu 

HEALTH SCIENCE LIBRARY 
PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE 
CHAIR  
Jie Li (5/07-5/08) 
University of South Alabama  
Baugh Biomedical Library 
(251) 460-6890 (voice)  
(251) 460-7638 (fax)  
jli@jaguar1.usouthal.edu  

 

 


